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Leading Canadaôs transition 
to a clean energy future
The Pembina Institute advocates for strong, effective policies to 

support Canadaôs clean energy transition.
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Growth of Passive House in 
North America

Data: PHI, PHIUS and Passive House Canada

Vancouver:

14 projects

600 units

25% of all sqft





Outline

1. How did it come to be? Supporting policies in 

Vancouver

2. Where to next? Vancouverôs Zero Emissions 

Building Plan

3. Scaling up: British Columbia Energy Step Code 

and NZEr target
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Passive House enabling policies 
in Vancouver

· Green rezoning for increased density

o Affects 60% of new development (2.6 million sf/yr)

o Requires LEED Gold and 22% below ASHRAE 90.1 

OR Passive House

· Thick wall exclusion and setback allowance

· Training of permitting staff and inspectors; staff 

support
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Graph: RDH 2012

Lessons learned: use metrics 
aligned with desired outcome

New buildings are using more 

heat despite building energy

regulations and standards
Residential buildings (Part 3)
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